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Selections from the Life of Mary Dudley. 


(Continued from page 322.) 


1802.—Believing it her duty to pay a religious 
visit to some of the eastern and southern parts 
of England, my dear mother obtained the con- 
currence of her own Monthly and Quarterly 
Meetings; and. leaving home the 8th of the 
Fifth Month, reached London on the 16th. 
She was favored to attend all the sittings of 
the Yearly Meeting, and often qualified by her 
great Master for sharing in the active services 
of that solemnity. 

She afterwards attended the Quarterly Meet- 
ings for Suffolk and Norfolk, as well as many 
of the particular meetings in those counties, 
and also in Essex; and held numerous public 
meetings, to the relief of her own mind and 
satisfaction of others. She returned to London 
in time for the Quarterly Meeting there, and 
was afterwards closely engaged for several weeks 
in the city and neighborhood, visiting particular 
and Monthly Meetings; the families belonging 
tothat of Ratcliffe; and having a large number 
of public meetings, wherein as among her fellow 
professors, she was strengthened to exalt the 
testimony of pure truth, and powerfully to ad- 
vocate the cause of her Redeemer. While thus 
employed she writes as follows: 

“The Jine of my small engagements is no 
pleasant one, I assure thee, nor can it be so to 
the exercised traveller, in this day of treading 
down and of perplexity. Life seems low every- 
where, and perhaps there has hardly been a 
time when the opposition to its arising, and 
consequent struggle before liberty can be ob- 
tained, were so sensibly felt: so that it is no 
wonder if through the prevalence of a wasting, 
eparating spirit, the communication in the line 
of ministry should be of a more searching kind 
than has been needful in past times. Oh! how 
8 the very life wounded by the Herod-like 
nature in the minds of many. It is indeed a 

vor to get to some quiet retreat, where an 
txeuse from feelings of this sort is afforded, 
though only to partake of the fellowship of suf- 
fering with the mourners in Zion, who are greatly 

wed down, because of the things which have 
ppened and are happening. It is, however, 
4 great mercy to find that under such exercises, 
& degree of holy certainty is vouchsafed, and 
the belief confirmed, that although unpleasant 
may be given to distribute, it is of the 
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Lord’s preparing, who having graciously helped, 
ought to be depended on through all. I hope 
I am endeavoring not to eat the bread of idle- 
ness, however small my ability for availing 
labor, or undeserving I feel of a crumb from 
the Master’s table.” 

While in London my beloved mother was 
much tried with illness, and frequently confined, 
after any particular exertion, for many days to- 
gether, so that as the season advanced, she began 
to be anxious for a return home, and was thank- 
ful when she felt easy to set forward about the 
middle of the Tenth Month. 

Relative to her engagements after leaving 
London, she seems only to have preserved the 
following brief observations : 

“ Fourth-day, the 14th of Tenth Month, 1802, 
we went to High Wycomb. 

“Sixth-day evening had a meeting at Bea- 
consfield, about six miles distant; it was held 
in a room at an inn, and proved a solid, satis- 
factory season. The forenoon meeting at Wy- 
comb on First-day was very exercising. In- 
formation being circulated, a considerable num- 
ber of the inhabitants collected with Friends at 
three o’clock, and we were favored with a very 
relieving, solemn opportunity, though the labor 
was trying to my poor body. A time of retire- 
ment with our little company, in the evening, 
was productive of increasing peace, and proved 
a memorable parting with some beloved con- 
nections, including Joseph and Mary Savory, 
who had come from London to take leave of us. 

“Second-day, the 19th. After another re- 
ligious sitting in the family, we left Wycomb 
and got that night to Reading, where there was 
a fresh experience of conflicting exercise from 
some unseen cause; but in the morning of Third- 
day, a town we had passed through sprang up 
to view, and we returned to Henley; attended 
the usual meeting there on Fourth-day, and 
though the number was small, there were among 
them such as felt of the wrestling seed, to whom 
encouragement flowed, and the recompense of 
peace was afforded for the return thither. Went 
again to Reading that afternoon, and attended 
meeting there on Fifth-day, when such awful 
views were presented to my tried mind, that I 
did not marvel at the previous baptism, as into 
the cloud. Ah! how various are the lets and 
hindrances to spiritual advancement! the world, 
the flesh and the evil one, opposing the work 
which the Lord mercifully begins in meetings 
and individuals, and from one step to another 
introducing into darkness and death. On this 
account my soul mourned in this meeting, yet 
through honest labor I was favored with relief, 
but not refreshment, a rare enjoyment in the 
present trying day. 

“ We reached Bath on Seventh-day afternoon, 
where I was confined several days by severe in- 
disposition, but through Divine favor was ena- 
bled to attend meeting on Fifth-day, notice of 
which had been given to some of the inhabitants, 
and though fewer came than was desirable, it 
proved a solid, relieving season. 

“ First-day, 21st, sat both meetings at Bristol 
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in a state of suffering silence; attended the burial 
of an old and dear friend, Joan Holbrow, and 
paid a visit to some of the mourners in the after- 
noon. 

“Second-day, sat the Monthly Meeting at 
Frenchay ; 4th, had a public meeting at Thorn- 
bury. First-day attended the two meetings at 
Bristol, where, in the evening, a little ability was 
granted vocally to pray for the deliverance of 
such, as are oppressed by the darkness which is so 
prevalent in that meeting, and afterwards to ex- 
press a few words of encouragement to an exer- 
cised and tried remnant ; 2nd-day evening a por- 
tion of comfort was administered, in a solemn 
opportunity with a large company at the house 
of my beloved friend, George Fisher; and on 
Third-day I was enabled by close exercise to 
gain some relief in the meeting at Bristol. It 
was a season laborious both to body and mind, 
but one that affords satisfaction in the retro- 
spect ; and indeed this little visit altogether has 
been particularly satisfactory ; with some it has 
felt like a final parting, and the recollection of 
having once more met will, I believe, affurd 
mutual comfort.” 

The apprehension just mentioned, proved cor- 
rect, this being the last visit my dear mother 
paid to her native city, and several of her dear 
and long known friends were pretty soon after- 
wards removed by death. 

From Bristol she crossed the New-passage 
into Wales, and attended meetings in the way 
to Milford, whence she sailed for Ireland; and 
was favored to reach her own abode in safety 
near the end of the Eleventh Month, though in 
a very broken state of health and under con- 
siderable depression of mind, from a settled be- 
lief that some heavy trials were impending. This 
view soon became painfully realized, and her 
affectionate feelings were keenly wounded by 
the death of several near relatives occurring in 
quick succession, so that the first few months 
of 1803 were signally marked by sorrow and 
bereavements. 

The summer was chiefly passed under the 
pressure of bodily suffering, which was at times 
so severe as to induce the apprehension that 
the season of fulf deliverance was at hand; 
while at others, her mind was still so exercised 
for the advancement of Truth and righteousness, 
that it felt as though further labor would be al- 
lotted her; and in the depths of affliction she 
was given not only to behold “fields white unto 
harvest,” but afresh to surrender herself, when 
the Lord might utter his command, to enter 
into these and work; being favored with resig- 
nation to the will of her Divine Master, whether 
as to life or death. 

In the Second Month, 1804, she went to 
Waterford, in order to perform some religious 
service, which she had long had a prospect of, 
both among Friends and others within those 
borders. The following extracts from her letters 
contain an account of this visit : 

“T have cause to be humbly thankful for the 
meeting yesterday; the covering of solemnity 
was sensibly prevalent over the assembly, and 
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there were many serious seeking minds pres- 
ent, who I trust were not discouraged; while 
relief was afforded to my exercised spirit, though 
I believe its struggles respecting this service 
are not at an end: for I apprehended from the 
first feeling about coming here, that the line of 
my duty would be as much towards others, as 
the members of our own Society ; and my view 
respecting families is rather confined to those 
lately married, new settlers, and young people 
in large families. 

“The meeting this day was exercising but 
solemn; several who attended yesterday were 
there: a late fashionable but now thoughtfully 
concerned person, and her daughter like minded, 
who are rich in this world, were at both meetings, 
and called at my lodgings after. For those who 
may be termed ‘other sheep,’ I feel deeply, 
and am sensible of life being raised by the ad- 
dition of such panting souls to our assemblies: 
these, whether of us, or under whatever name, 
will be cared for; they will be Jed to rivers of 
refreshing water, and nourished up unto ever- 
lasting life. 

“This has been, like the others, a laborious 
week ; but I desire to take every step manifested 
as the line of duty, and though run down in 
strength am wonderfully supported : memorable 
is the Lord’s goodness to my exercised mind. I 
never remember a more proving season in 
this line of service, nor is the Jabor attended 
with much hope, save that an increase of peace 
is humbly hoped for, and perhaps a little ad- 
dition of strength to sustain future trials may be 
mercifully bestowed.” 

(To be continued.) 
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Payixc A Depr.—About the middle of this 
century there was a terrible uprising among the 
Yucatan Indians. For a time they were able to 
wreak vengeance on their white conquerors, and 
their ferocity and cruelty were horrible. Even 
so dark a page of history as this, however, is not 
without its story of kindness and mercy between 
enemies. The town of Peto was so situated in 
the Indian territory that it was taken by the 








































times. Once, when it was in the hands of the 
rightful owners, a number of Indian prisoners 
were held. Less cruel than the savages, the 
whites killed only in battle; they allowed their 
priconers to live. But provisions became more 
and more scarce in Peto, and the Indians were 
left to die of hunger. One day Don Marcos 
Duarte, a wealthy inhabitant of the town, was 
passing the house where the Indians were, and 
stopped, shocked at the sight of a miserable, 
emaciated creature. “ What are you doing?” 
he asked. “I am eating my shoes, as you see,” 
was the reply; “I em starving to death. For 
twelve days we bave had almvst no food. Most 
of my companions are dead, and the days of 
the rest are numbered.” Don Marcos looked 
at the miserable survivors and said: “ You and 
they shall live,” and he sent them food every 
day, and finally procured their freedom. What- 
ever were the rights of the question between 
Indians and whites in this case, human pity 
epoke first in his heart. 

Some time later Peto was captured by the 
Indians and the inhabitants were massacred. 
Don Marcos, with his wife and children, awaited 
death on their knees in prayer. They heard a 
party of savages approaching the house, and 
felt that the end had come. The head of the 
band, however, stationed sentinels around the 
house and gave this order: “ Not a hair of the 
head of this man or bis family is to be touched 










































on pain of death.” The family of Duarte was 
the only one that was spared. The Indian who 
had inspired the pity of Don Marcos was pay- 
ing his debt. Twenty years afterwards, in a 
successful uprising, the Indianssacked a number 
of villages and country houses. They retreated 
loaded with spoils and dragging with them 
















































Indians and recaptured by the whites many. 
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You may think all this very stupid of meng 
to have found out the mistake myself at lea # 
from the time of day, for I was all along jp 
tently studying a time table, but if you suppog 
that I have one single grain of confidence |ef 
in my watch or the sun or anything else of the 
kind, you are mightily mistaken. Whether it 


































































kingum River?” (I had said all that it seems), 
“Why,” he exclaimed as if an idea had struck 
him,“ I guess you’re wrong; that road begins 
at Zanesville.” ‘“ Zanesville!” I shrieked, isn’t 
this Zanesville?’ “No,” he answered, “ it’s 
Newark, and if you’re goin’ to Zanesville, you'd 
better hurry up and get on that train there, fur 
it'll be goin’ in a minute.” I turned round, 
there stood our train at the depot still; with one 
despairing plunge I started for it, calling to 
Aunty to follow—she had not caught up to me 
yet. We both bad our hands full, as you can 
imagine, for we were carrying all our wordly 
effects—those I mean that we had brought with 
us, and they didn’t seem light then—all the 
while. The engine began puffing and still we 
were not quite there! Can I make you realize 
the agony of those few minutes or seconds I 
suppose they were? Any way, we did get on. 
Poor Aunty was totally used up, as you might 
expect. When the porter came through she re- 
lieved her mind to him and then laid back feel- 
ing she had done her duty; but I think he was 
sorry before she got through that he had chosen 
this occupation. It seems it was only his second 
or third trip. 


wooden chairs to rest on, and as the cabin was 
not of a sufficiently inviting character to allow 
us to enter, we sat perched up on deck in front 
of the vessel and wished for a steamer chair or 
something of that character. The men really 
were very kind and did their best to make her 
comfortable, and the little man whom I have 
described brought out a suspicious looking 
bottle from which he begged Aunty to drink. 
Strictly temperance as she is, she felt this was 
what she needed, and so accepted a little 
There was a merry twinkle in the little man's 
eye as he explained, that he always found it 
safer to have some around—he felt more com- 
fortable someway. He tried his best to enter 
tain us with stories of the early days in the wild 
west, and also to convince us that really he and 
not the captain was head of this little craft 
Human nature it seems is the same the world 
over, and even such lowly stations in life 98 
these are not exempt from petty feuds and 
jealousies. 

The day was a glorious one, with just enough 
breeze to make it thoroughly refreshing. 
Muskingum River is one of the most picturesqv® 
streams I eversaw, The banks do not seem@ 


man household servants, of whom they intended | eastern or central or western time, whether trai W 
to make slaves. The chief of the expedition | time or local time, is entirely beyond my dow! 
asked one of them what was the name of his} When we reached Zanesville at last, of coun § wate 
master. “Don Marcos Duarte,” he replied, | the train had gone and there was no more unt] § ours 
The chief immediately called a halt. “ How] afternoon. We then bethought us that afterall fof m 
many men belong to Don Marcos?” he asked. | a boat was far pleasanter than the cars, and gust! 
“ Twenty-four,” replied the man to whom he| one used always to go down the river every day, ¥ 
had spoken. “ Name them,” said the chief. | before they built the railroad, and the agent at § one 
Having collected the twenty-four men, he re-| the office said there was one still, we supposed | the 
turned to them the spoil which had come from | it had happened all for the best. Aunty then | le 
the Duarte house, and said, “ Go home, friends ;| got into a cab and was driven to the wharf § mot 
you are free.” It was the Indian once more | while I preferred to walk, as I wanted to bay § on) 
paying his debt.—Manchester Times. some fruit to beguile the time consumed goitg J seet 
down the river. As I came within sight of the} for 
Extracts From Letters Written During a Sum-|!#nding I beheld Aunty deposited in the midst } pas 
. : of our belongings upon a remarkable some of 
mer Holiday Trip. thing, that I couldn’t at first tell whether it was} litt 
(Concluded from page 324.) a raft, or an attachment of the wharf, or what | sq 
The buildings unfinished as they are, show | There was a look of firm resolve upon her face} on 
already how magnificent they will be; but I| that was unmistakable, and as she caught sight } de 
cannot understand how they are ever going to| of the surprise upon mine, she raised her hand} an 
get them completed ready for the opening in| with a commanding gesture, and said, “Now fin 
the spring. don’t thee say one word ; down the river in this — af 
Early in the evening we left for Zanesville,| boat I am going, and I shan’t move again} m 
which we were to reach about 7 A.M. Before | The men say they will take us, so that endsit” ] o 
retiring, we cautioned the porter to have us up| Whatever I might have said I did not say, but | uy 
early, as, even if we were on time we would | felt entirely reconciled at once to this novd 
have but a few minutes to make connections | method of locomotion. of 
with the train down the river, the depot from I have no words to describe the craft upon} « 
which it started being only a few hundred| which we made our progress down the river. § ¢@ 
yards they told us from that of the B. & O. It was used for every conceivable purpose, but 4 
We did not need to be wakened, of course, | that to which it now tried to adapt itself ofap a 
but had been some time ready when the porter | pearing to sometimes carrying passengers. The} 
came and told us we were almost at the station. | captain was a portly, pompous fellow, who lord | 1 
When the car stopped he helped us off and I| ed over his small territory in a most amusing} 
rushed ahead wildly in the direction I knew the | way, and gave orders as if he were controlling} 
other station should be. Aunty followcd more|a man of war. He was aided in his arduow§ 
slowly. Seeing nothing but a maze of tracks,| undertaking by a brisk little man who def 2 
I breathlessly asked a laboring man I saw to] scribed himself as having been by turns a trav- ft 
direct me; he looked puzzled, but pointed in- | elling showman, manager of a theatre, cowboy, § 
definitely in the direction we were going. On | Indian scout, and now was turning the restof? { 
I flew, feeling sure the train was gone—still | his genius to assisting in the management of | } 
there was nothing encouraging. I accosted the | “‘ The Emma,” as our vessel was named. ( 
next person I met who slowly reiterated, ‘‘ The Aunty, from being tired and worried, became} | 
station from which the cars go down the Mus- | positively sick, and as there was nothing but} 
| 
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regard was soon after evidently manifested in 
letting me plainly see the weakness and folly of 
taking the honor to ourselves which alone is due 
to Him when we have been drawn forth in the 
beauty of the Gospel beyond what we ourselves, 
or those that heard us did expect. Now I per- 
ceive a necessity of guarding against the incli- 
nation of the flesh, which would sometimes be 
decking itself with the jewels of the spirit say- 
ing I did this or that, fishing or seeking the 
praise of man more than that of God. 

“T also saw a danger of falling into a formal 
way of preaching, a wad of words, almost with- 
out variation, which though sound, and perhaps 
pleasing to many, yet wanting the renewing of 
Divine virtue, are tasteless and unprofitable to 
the hearers ; and the view I had of the unprofit- 
ableness of such a ministry would have carried 
me too far to my own disadvantage had I not 
also been favored with a clear perception of the 
lawfulness, expediency, and necessity of speak- 
ing the same matter, or preaching the same doc- 
trine to-day, being divinely opened and engaged 
thereto as I was yesterday, though then entirely 
new to me, for nothing can be said that has not 
been said, and it is the renewed evidence of the 
Spirit that makes it savory both to us and the 
hearers. Superfluous words, tones, gestures, 
affected ahs and groans, I was never under any 
temptation to make use of; but the imperti- 
nence of self sometimes to my shame and 
trouble would appear in my imprudently af- 
fecting eloquent terms, and scholastic expres- 
sions which seemed to me, in that weak state, 
to adorn my doctrine, and recommend it the 
better to the audience, all which proceeded from 
an affectation of appearing an able, or skilful 
minister; a piece of unprofitable vanity. But 
I soon found it most safe and edifying to use no 
more words than what I well understood and 
could properly apply, and that Truth shines 
brightest in a plain dress; no embellishment of 
ours can add to its lustre. 

“T have sometimes for want of patient and 

‘humble waiting to see my way opened, and dis- 
cover clearly the leading of the Divine gift, 
warmed myself with sparks of my own kindling 
to a degree of zeal and passion, and begun to 
thresh the assembly, judging, and charging the 
unfaithful, whether any such were there or no, 
it was all one to me, thus in the dark mistaking 
the cause of that uneasiness and straitness I 
found in myself, loaded and oppressed by dark 
and unfaithful spirits in the assembly; after 
wearying myself with denouncing judgments 
upon them, I have sat down in sadness and 
trouble; and though I have found this sort of 
preaching please many and was commended, 
yet it was ever affecting to me when on reflec- 
tion I found the true cause of that uneasiness 
was in my own breast; yet it may sometimes 
happen that the unfaithful may bring great 
grief and uneasiness upon us, and this may be 
hard to bear, but let us take care we move not 
until the cloud is removed from the tabernacle, 
because it is uneasy going forward till then. I 
have from experience found it safest, and the 
best way carefully to attend to my gift, endeav- 
oring to keep my place without judging others, 
patiently bearing my own burden, and earn- 
estly desiring I may judge nothing before its 
time, but that my understanding may be opened 
to see the true cause of my own barrenness, that 
I may be able to address myself suitably to the 
Father of Spirits for help; that first if it be in 
myself it may be removed, then the effect will 
cease ; or secondly if the weakness or backiliding 
of others be the cause of our barrenness or seem- 
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ing dejection when we are sympathizing with 
the true seed in its oppressed state, that we may 
patiently wait the Lord’s time to receive a word 
from him fitly to speak to the present state of 
the people; or thirdly if the people through 
imprudent expectation of what cannot be had 
unless I am favored with a superior aid qualify- 
ing me to answer their desire; I say if by any 
or all those causes at times I am shut up the 
best way I have ever found is to be patient in 
waiting the Lord’s time for relief; to seek it in 
our time will be but adding sorrow to afflic- 
tion. 

“To conclude, the most safe way I have ever 
yet found in the exercise of my gift is to stand 
up, as little regarding anything beside my open- 
ing as I can, and deliver it in my beginning just 
as I do any other matter in my discourse, not 
endeavoring to beautify it either in matter, tone, 
or address ; and as I keep my place, and go on 
as doctrine is opened in my understanding I 
feel at times my vofce gradually filled with 
virtue and power, and even then I find it safest 
not tospeak too fast, or too loud, lest I lose sight 
of, or outrun my guide, and so lose sight or sense 
of that inward strength I felt increase in my 
mind; this care seems to me necessary in order 
to my taking the apostle’s advice, ‘ Let him that 
ministereth do it in that ability which God giv- 
eth; this hath a double signification, first re- 
specting the matter we deliver, if we keep to our 
opening we shall be furnished with suitable 
doctrine; secondly, the wisdom and strength of 
the Spirit and power of the Gospel will be felt 
in it, and at times by our thus going on accord- 
ing to the ability God gives the very spirit and 
marrow of religion will appear plainly laid open 
to the understanding of the hearers. But when 
we raise our voices, or hurry on above or beyond 
that inward strength we feel in our minds, we 
are apt to cloud our own minds, lose sight of 
or outrun our guide, and then run into a wil- 
derness of words, which I have too often done, 
and found the consequence of such imprudence 
poverty and death ; though this kind of preach- 
ing is by some unskilful auditors admired. 
They all say how matter flowed from him, how 
full was he of emptiness and confusion say I; 
power and authority say they, or rather the 
passion and blind zeal of the creature, the 
fleshly part not being thoroughly mortified or 
subdued. But when I am so happy as to begin 
with the Spirit and follow its leadings in my 
ministry, I feel strength by degrees cover all my 
weakness, wisdom illuminating my mind hides 
all my folly so as nothing appears inconsistent 
with the beauty and wisdom of the Spirit; this 
is the vestment, the urim and thummim that 
covers the whole man that is to be covered, so 
that no weakness appears in our ministry. 
When I am thus conducted, as sometimes hap- 
pens, though I may be accounted in my begin- 
ning a dull, heavy, or lifeless preacher, yet I 
rarely miss of concluding with peace and inward 
satisfaction, and feeling the gradual increase of 
Divine virtue in the patient exercise of my gift. 
I, finding myself both furnished with matter 
and skill to divide the word aright; both which 
coming from the Spirit and not being the pro- 
ducer of my own wisdom, or apprehension, I 
dare assume no part of that honor to myself, 
which at such times by an imprudent audience 
is lavishly bestowed on me who am only the 
instrument by which the Lord of the harvest 
works, but find it my safest way humbly to 
make thereof an offering unto Him who is 
worthy thereof forever. Thus, dear friend, I 
have stained some paper with a few observa- 
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tions on my own conduct aiming at thy good; 
and conclude with desires thou may endeayor 
to improve thy skill in this work, and rightly 
divide the word of Truth so as neither thoy 
thyself nor those that hear thee may have cause 
of shame or uneasiness in this.” 
With my kind love, etc., 

Nore.—The above without date or signature was 
found among a number of deeds and other | 
papers which belonged to Concord Monthly Meeting 
of Friends. The appearance of the paper and writ. 
ing would indicate a date late in last century. 


CONCORDVILLE, Twelfth Month 9th, 1892. 








For “ THE FRIEND,” 
Hans Denck, the Anabaptist. 


He was born about the close of the 15th 
century. An article in the “Contemporary Re- 
view” by Richard Heath, gives an outline of his 
history and doctrines, from which the following 
article is condensed : 


From the autumn of 1524 to early in the 
summer of 1525, the people of southwestern 
Germany were in a state of commotion, endeay- 
oring to throw off the oppression of the ruling 
classes, who sat like a nightmare on the breast 
of the German people. These risings were 
quenched by hired troops from abroad, but 
much bloodshed and destruction of property 
accompanied the contest. Denck refrained from 
any violence in speech or action, but suffered 
during the short remainder of his life for his 
sympathies with the defeated party. In 1523 
he was appointed head-master of a school in 
Nuremberg, but coming into collision with the 
prevalent theology in that city, was soon ban- 
ished by the Lutheran authorities. 

Luther had claimed for the Holy Scriptures 
the sole authority in matters of faith, the Roman 
Catholics held that the Church had the power 
of interpreting the Scriptures. Denck said (as 
George Fox did afterwards) that the Holy 
Spirit revealed itself in every good man and 
gave him the power of interpreting them aright. 
At Augsburg where he had found refuge, he 
exerted himself in forming a fellowship of those 
willing to labor for the moral purification of 
themselves and of society. Although success- 
ful in this effort, he was driven from one place 
of refuge after another, till, as his biographer 
states, his history reads like that of the wander- 
ing Jew.” His last days were spent in Bamle. 

According to the Lutheran theology, man 
was utterly depraved. If their inclinations were 
vicious they did bad deeds; if virtuous, they 
did good ones; but bad or good, all human aets 
spring from a corrupt nature and are sinful. 

Denck would not admit that men by nature 
were utterly depraved, since he believed that 
every man had within him a spark of the Divine 
Life, a ray of the Divine Light.. Man’s will was 
free ; for he could stifle this Life, could hide bis 
eyes from this Light ; while on the other hand, 
he could, if he would, recognize it, believe in it, 
be obedient to it. To do so effectively needed 
the help of God, which, however, he declared 
was at all times willingly granted to those who 
were seeking to do right and to be right. 

Denck was one of the very few who absolutely 
refused to sanction the propagation of truth by 
violence and the magistrate’s sword. He sub 
mitted rather to a constant succession of de 
feats, and to arriving gradually at a position 
from which there was no solution but the stake 
or the gallows. But his frail body wore out be 
fore that time arrived, and he obtained deliver 
ance in an easier fashion. 
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THE COAST-GUARD. 


Do you wonder what I am seeing 
In the heart of the fire aglow, 

Like cliffs in the golden sunset, 
With a summer sea below? 

I see, away to the eastward, 
The line of a storm-beat coast, 


And I hear the tread of the hurrying waves, 


Like the tramp of a mailéd host. 


And up and down in the darkness, 
And over the frozen sand, 
I see the men of the coast-guard 
Pacing along the strand, 
Beaten by storm and tempest, 
And drenched by the pelting rain, 
From the shorés of Carolina 
To the wind-swept bays of Maine. 


No matter what storms are raging, 
No matter how wild the night, 
The gleam of their swinging lanterns 
Shines out with a friendly light. 
And many a shipwrecked sailor 
Thanks God, with his gasping breath, 
For the sturdy arms of the coast-guard, 
That drew him away from death. 


And so, when the wind is wailing, 
And the air grows dim with sleet, 

I think of the fearless watchers 
Pacing along their beat. 

I think of a wreck, fast breaking 
In the surf of a rocky shore, 

And the life-boat leaping onward 
To the stroke of the bending oar. 


I hear the shouts of the sailors, 
The boom of the frozen sail, 
And the creak of the icy halyards 
Straining against the gale. 
“Courage!” the captain trumpets, 
“They are sending help from the land?” 
God bless the men of the coast-guard, 
And hold their lives in His hand! 
—St. Nicholas. 
SELECTED. 


Is thy lamp burning, my brother? 
I pray thee look quickly and see; 

For if it were burning, then surely 
Some beam would fall brightly on me. 

There are many and many around thee, 
Who follow wherever thou go, 


If thon thought that they walked in the shadow, 


Thy lamp would burn brighter, I know. 


Upon the dark mountains they stumble, 
They are bruised on the rocks, and they lie 
With white pleading faces turned upward, 
To the clouds and the pitiful sky. 
There is many a lamp that is lighted— 
We behold them anear and afar; 
But not many among them, my brother, 
Shines steadily on like a star. 


If once all the lamps that are lighted 
Should steadily blaze in a line, 

Wide over the land and the ocean, 
What a girdle of glory would shine! 

How all the dark places would brighten, 
How the mists would roll up and away! 
How the earth would rejoice in her gladness 

To hail the millennial day! 





SELECTED. 
HUMILITY. 

The bird that soars on highest wing 

Builds on the ground her lowly nest ; 
And she that doth most sweetly sing 

Sings in the shade when all things rest— 
In lark and nightingale we see 
What honor hath humility. 


When Mary chose the better part, 
She meekly sat at Jesus’ feet ; 
And Lydia’s gently-opened heart 
Was made for God’s own temple meet— 
Fairest and best adorned is she 
Whose clothing is humility. 


The saint that wears heaven’s brightest crown 
In deepest adoration bends ; 

The weight of glory bows him down 

he most, when most his soul ascends ; 

Nearest the throne itself must be 
The footstool of humility. 


in this world, than to be enabled so to live, with 


no more. And is there not a possibility of at- 















“Seek Peace, and Pursue It.” 


What more can anyone ask for while we are 


while time and opportunity are given, and 
come to have Jesus for their friend and com- 
forter—a sure place of refuge in every time of 
want. “Walk while ye have the light, lest 
darkness come upon you: for he that walketh 
in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth.— 
While ye have the light, believe in the light, 
that ye may be the children of light.” 
E. C. C. 


PHILADELPHIA, Fourth Month, 1893. 


































his holy help, as to feel to have our peace made 
with God, before we go hence to be seen of men 


taining to this state? Did not the Lord say to 
Abraham, “ Walk before me and be thou per- 
fect?” So that perfect state seems to be at- 
tainable while here; but the great point is, 
when, having arrived at this state, daily—yea, 
and oftener than the returning morning — to 
be found inwardly on the watch-tower, seek- 
ing for that help which alone comes from God, 
to keep from our besetting sins, which so easily 
beset, and from the snares and the thorns and 
the many temptations that entrap the unwary, 
and from the wiles of the enemy of all good, 
who is ever on the alert to lead astray, causing 
many to do that which they would not have 
done if the watch had been maintained. But 
let such as these remember, there is One that 
was never foiled in battle, even the Lord Jesus, 
who was tempted in all points as we are, yet 
without sin, so that He knows how to succor 
those that are tempted, because He has all 
power and can do all things; and to those that 
are willing to accept’ Him in the way of his 
coming, in the secret of the heart, and allow 
Him to rule and reign there as their Teacher 
and their Guide, in the way that He points out, 
even by the way of the Cross, He will be their 
Saviour. 

Are there not too many of our dear young 
friends, and some farther advanced in life, that 
are living much as they list—that is, in an easy, 
indifferent way as to things pertaining unto 
Christ and his kingdom? enjoying the pleas- 
ures and fashions of this world, more than 
striving to be the disciples of the meek and 
lowly Jesus. But when a change is experi- 
enced, and we come to know “ Jerusalem above 
our chief joy,” will it not be shown in our ap- 
pearance, in our houses and manner of living 
throughout? “ By their fruits ye shall know 
them.” 

Yes, my dear friends, even our conversation 
will betray us whom we are endeavoring to fol- 
low; we cannot well help at times to speak a 
word in his praise, as we each come to know 
these things for ourselves, and to feel how much 
He has done for us, and to remember how many 
blessings we enjoy, fur “ Every good gift and 
every perfect gift is from above, and cometh 
down from the Father of lights, with whom is 
no variableness, neither shadow of turning.” 

On one occasion the blessed Saviour said: 
“Ye are my friends if ye do whatsoever I com- 
mand you.” Well, the saying remains true to 
this day; if that which is made known is 
obeyed, and faithfulness is maintained from 
time to time, and obedience keeps pace with 
knowledge, and there is a seeking to go for- 
ward and not backward—then such as these 
may come to be disciples of the living God. 
How beautiful to become such ! 

I want to encourage some amongst us to 
strive after a more living knowledge of these 
hidden mysteries for themselves, to come to 
know Christ to be their Saviour, who died for 
all, every one, the world over, and who is both 
willing and able to help all those that come 
to Him, in childlike simplicity, seeking for 
strength to live aright. And as such as these 
abide the turnings of his holy hand upon them 
through all, and wait the appointed time, He 
will arise with healing power. 

Again, I would encourage to faithfulness 





Selected for ‘THE FRIEND.’ 

“Tr is sometimes the case that apparently 
religious parents, whose children have grown 
out of their control, and have refused to sub- 
mit to their authority, attempt to buy, as it 
were, the love they have lost in order to pre- 
vent a still greater alienation, and allow the 
introduction of things in the furniture and em- 
bellishment of their houses, and in the company 
invited there, which are inconsistent with their 
profession, and which occasiov, or should occa- 
sion, much uneasiness to their minds. They do 
not attempt to justify themselves save on the 
one ground of retaining an affectionate hold on 
their ungoverned children. Doubtless they are 
under a mistake. 

“No parent who, in the meekness of true 
Christian love, and in the firmness of Christian 
duty, lives up to the requirements of what he 
knows to be right, ever destroys thereby respect 
and affection. On the contrary, where he easily 
gives up his principles, he forfeits the respect 
and often loses the affection of the child ; whilst 
the evil example which he tolerates in his fam- 
ily is felt with pernicious consequence by his 
honest-hearted neighbors. Such yielding pa- 
rents soon lose the nice appreciation of error 
which they may once have possessed ; and hay- 
ing given way to admit some wrong things, 
others more manifestly evil easily find en- 
trance.” M. S. 

PAvuLuina, Iowa. 








Selected for “THE FRIEND.” 
The Trust Committed to Us. 


A trust is committed to us, a great and 
weighty trust, to which our diligent attention 
is necessary. Whenever the active members of 
this visibly-gathered church use themselves to 
that which is contrary to the purity of our prin- 
ciples, it appears to be a breach of this trust, 
and one step back toward the wilderness—one 
step towards undoing what God in infinite love 
hath done through his faithful servants in a 
work of several ages, and is like laying the 
foundation for future sufferings. 

I feel a living invitation in my mind to those 
who are active in our religious Society, that we 
may lay to heart this matter, and consider the 
station in which we stand—a place of outward 
liberty under the free exercise of our con- 
sciences towards God, not obtained but through 
the great and manifold afflictions of those who 
lived before us. There is gratitude due from 
us to our heavenly Father, and justice to our 
posterity. Can our hearts endure, or our hands 
be strong, if we desert a cause so precious, if 
we turn aside from a work in which so many 
have so patiently labored ? 

May the deep sufferings of our Saviour be so 
dear to us that we may never trample them 
under foot, or count the blood of the Covenant 
unholy! May the faithfulness of the martyrs, 
when the prospect of death by fire was before 
them, be remembered! May the patient, con- 
stant sufferings of the upright-hearted servants 
of God in latter ages be revived in our minds! 
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May we so follow on to know the Lord, that 
neither the faithful in this age, nor those in 
ages to come, may be brought under suffering 
through our sliding back from the work of 
reformation in the world! 

While the active members of the visible- 
gathered church stand upright, and the affairs 
thereof are carried on under the leadings of the 
Holy Spirit, although disorders may arise 
among us and cause many exercises to those 
who feel the care of the churches upon them; 
yet, while these continue under the weight of 
the work, and labor in the meekness of wisdom 
for the help of others, the name of Christ in the 
visible-gathered church may be kept sacred. 
But while they who are active in the affairs of 
the church continue in manifest opposition to 
the purity of our principles, this, as the Prophet 
Isaiah expressed it, is like “as when a standard- 
bearer fainteth.” Thus, the way opens to great 
and prevailing degeneracy, and to sufferings 
for those who, through the power of Divine 
love, are separated to the Gospel of Christ, and 
cannot unite with anything which stands in 
opposition to the purity of it. 

The necessity of inward stillness hath, under 
these exercises, appeared clearto my mind. In 
true silence, strength is renewed, the mind here- 
in is weaned from all things, but as they may 
be enjoyed in the Divine will, and a lowliness 
in outward living, opposite to worldly honor, 
becomes truly acceptable to us. In the desire 
after outward gain, the mind is prevented from 
a perfect attention to the voice of Christ; but, 
being weaned from all things, but as they may 
be enjoyed in the Divine will, the pure light 
shines into the soul. Where the fruits of that 
spirit, which is of this world, are brought forth 
by many who profess to be led by the Spirit of 
Truth, and cloudiness is felt to be gathering 
over the visible church, the sincere in heart, 
who abide in true stillness, and are exercised 
therein before the Lord for his name’s sake, have 
a knowledge of Christ in the fellowship of his 
sufferings, and inward thankfulness is felt at 
times that through Divine love our own wis- 
dom is cast out, and that forward, active part in 
us subjected, which would rise and do some- 
thing in the visible church without the pure 
leadings of the Spirit of Christ. 

While aught remains in us different from a 
perfect resignation of our wills, it is like a seal 
to a book wherein is written “that good and 
acceptable and perfect will of God concerning 
us”; but when our minds entirely yield to 
Christ, that silence is known which followeth 
the opening of the last of the seals (Rev. viii. 
1). In this silence we learn to abide in the 
Divine will and there feel that we have no 
cause to promote but that on/y in which the 
light of life directs us in our proceedings, and 
that the alone way to be useful in the church of 
Christ is to abide faithfully under the leadings of 
his holy Spirit in all cases, that being preserved 
thereby in purity of heart and holiness of con- 
versation, a testimony to the purity of his 
government may be held forth through us to 
others. 

As my mind hath been thus exercised, I have 
seen that to be active and busy in the visible- 
gathered church, without the leadings of the 
Holy Spirit, is not only unprofitable but tends 
to increase dimness, and where way is not open- 
ed to proceed in the light of Truth, a stop is 
felt by those who humbly attend to the Divine 
Leader—a stop which, in relation to good or- 
der in the church, is of the greatest consequence 
to be observed. 


In this stop I have learned the necessity of 
waiting on the Lord in humility, that the works 
of all may be brought to light, and those to 
judgment which are wrought in the wisdom of 
this world, and have also seen that in a mind 
thoroughly subjected to the power of the cross 
there is a savor of life to be felt, which evi- 
dently tends to gather souls to God, while the 
greatest works in the visible church, brought 
forth in man’s wisdom, remain to be unprofitable. 

I trust there are many who, at times, under 
Divine visitation, feel an inward inquiry after 
God, and when such, in the simplicity of their 
hearts, mark the lives of a people who profess 
to walk by the leadings of his Spirit, of what 
great concernment is it that our lights shine 
clear, that nothing in our conduct carry a con- 
tradiction to the Truth as it is in Jesus, or be a 
means of profaning his holy name, and be a 


stumbling-block in the way of sincere inquirers. 
—John Woolman. 

senpeecenciencegiiiniemeninatican 

Spring Vegetation. 

Among the symptoms of the revival of vege- 
tation is the beautiful shade of green assumed 
by the wheat fields, which, at this season of the 
year, are truly charming. 

On the morning of the twenty-seventh of 
Third Month, I observed the grass plot and 
bare spaces in our yard thickly marked with 
the little piles of earth brought up by the earth- 
worms, showing that those inhabitants of the 
soil had been stimulated to activity by the in- 
creasing warmth. Knowing how large a part 
of the diet of the robin the earthworms fur- 
nish, I expected the prompt arrival of these 
birds, for many naturalists believe that the 
migrations of our summer birds are mainly 
influenced by the supply of food. I did not 
see any robins for several days, but another 
member of our family saw them about the 
same time that the movements of the earth- 
worms were noticed. 

The first time during the present season that 
the bloom of the candle alder, so common in 
wet grounds, was seen was on the twenty-ninth 
of the Third Month. As I entered the wood- 
land path, along which its bushes grow, I 
saw a gun lying on a wheelbarrow outside of a 
house, ready to be seized at a moment’s notice. 
I found that it was placed there to guard 
against the attacks of a chicken-hawk, which 
had already carried off seventeen of the young 
chickens which the owner was attempting to 
raise ! 

Although the weather has continued rather 
cool, yet there is a gradual development of 
vegetation. The trees are slowly unfolding 
their leaves, and many species of plants, al- 
though not yet in bloom, [ noted on the six- 
teenth of the Fourth Month had made consid- 
erable growth, especially those which have 
nourishment stored up in bulbs, such as the 
garlic and Star of Bethlehem. By the twenty- 
fourth of the month I had noted more than 
forty species in bloom. J. W. 






































































snasaineinsianlglineensinenie 
—Av early Christian writer relates that a man 
applied one day toa Christian teacher and desired 
to be taught out of the Psalms. The thirty-ninth 
Psalm was chosen. After meditating over the 
first verse, “I said, I will take heed to my ways, 
that I offend not with my tongue,” the scholar 
retired, saying he would learn that truth first, 
When he had absented himself a long time, he 
said in explanation to his teacher’s inquiry that 
he had not yet learned his first lesson. Such a 
hard thing it is to rule this unruly member. 
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ideas and arrrangements of an Oriental 

such as is here described, we must banish altp. 
gether any notions derived from a Western @. 
tertainment. A feast in the East is really 4 
public, not a private and social gathering. |; 
is rarely given, excepting on some special ¢&. 
casion, such as a marriage, or the birth of a sop, 
or at the conclusion of the harvest or the yip. 
tage. It is quite distinct from the entertainmen 
of strangers or friends, when a kid or a lam) 
suffices for the feast, and the host waits on his 










Scripture Illustrations. 


BY H. B. TRISTRAM, CANON OF DURHAM, 









“A Great Suprer.”—To understand th 
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simp] 
8 ¢ 4 


our m 
preter 
mone’ 
guests, as Abraham did when he received the | 2™*¢t 
angels at Mamre. On the greater occasion, 
when a calf or a bullock is to be slain, th 
number of the guests is very large, since the 
whole of the food must be consumed on the day 
when the animal is killed, the Orientals never 
attempting to keep any flesh over night. Preps. 
rations are made some days in advance, and the 
coming feast is announced to the whole neigh 
borhood. The Arab or the Syrian to-day stri 

observes the Mosaic injunction, “Thou sh 

not * * shut thine hand from thy poor 
brother,” and takes care to feed the hungry. 

“He Sent Fortu His Servanrt.”—No dig 
tinction of social rank is regarded in the in- 
vitations; but very marked distinctions are 
made in the relative position of the guests when 
they arrive, and the placing of them in their 
proper place is one of the most important duties 
of the host. The intended guests having been 
apprised, some days before, of the coming feast, 
servants are again sent, on the morning of the 
day, to remind those who have been invited; 
and the omission of this second summons would 
be a grievous breach of etiquette, equivalent to 
a cancelling of the previous more general invi- 
tation. To refuse the second summons would 
be an insult, which among the Arab tribes is 
equivalent to a declaration of war. I may give 
an illustration of this feeling. I had been trav- 
elling under the escort of the Adwan, and ar- 
riving at the frontier of their territory, had to 
pass to the Beni Sakk’r, with whom I was al 
ready on very friendly terms. A portion of their 
tribe was encamped very near the boundary line. 
The Adwan declined to cross, but sent me alone 
to their old rivals, to whom they were then on 
terms which may be called an armed neutrality. 
They sent with measheep, which I was told was 
for my own use only. The sheikh of the Beni 
Sakk’r, when he saw it, quietly observed, “I 
shall kill this sheep, and bid the Adwan feast 
with us to-night. If they do not come, they 
wish for war, and they shall soon have it.” A 
messenger was accordingly despatched at once, 
and a second at night-fall. Happily, peaceful 
counsels prevailed, and the old foes feasted 
together in my honor. 

“Go * * Into * * HiGHways AND 
Hepces, AND ConstrAIn Tuem.”—At such & 
feast, nothing could be more dishonoring than 
that the place of entertainment should not be 
filled. Hence the summons was sent out into 
the streets and lanes of the city, and then into 
the highways and hedges, to those who, a 
no settled home, wanderers and outcasts, coul 
not have previously received an invitation 
These would, of course, be provided on enter 
ing, with an upper garment or white cloak, 
which would conceal their rags, and enable 
them to present themselves without humiliation. 
The provision of an upper garment for e@ 
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t is now rarely practised. I only once met 
with an instance, and that was at a Jewish 
wedding feast in Hebron, where the father of 
the bride, a wealthy man, supplied a cloak to 
each guest as he passed the threshold. We ac- 

ted one, to conceal the peculiarity of our 
Buropean costume, but the better dressed friends 
simply expressed their thanks and passed on.— 
a8 Times. 





Natural History, Science, etc. 


k Medicines.—In contract with some of 
wr methods of dealing with the sale of those 
pretended remedies that filch the hard-earned 
money of the poor from their pockets, and which 
gmetimes are positive snares, because utterly 
negative in their effects, save to lull the taker 
into a false sense of security in the early stages 
of some disease which needs prompt, enlightened 
treatment, and might thereby be conquered, read 
the following announcement in regard to one of 
these patent quack medicines which appeared 
in the Berliner Klinische Wochenschrift. 

“ Notice—As a cure against the most varied 
skin diseases, a Mrs. A. R—recommends her 
skin tonic in the daily newspapers. This secret 
nedicine consists of a solution of corrosive sub- 
limate in water, with the addition of some gly- 
cerine, and it is slightly perfumed. It is sold in 
bottles containing about six ounces for the sum 
of three dollars, the real value of the bottle’s 
contents is about one cent. The above adver- 
tiement is given hereby in order to warn the 
public. 

“THE PRESIDENT OF POLICE.” 

Why do we Drink ?—In California there lives 
a charming little creature, the Pocket-mouse 
(Perognatus fallax), which by preference lives 
upon grain and little else. Green food and 
water itabsolutely shuns. F. Stephens, of Santa 
Ysabel, describes in Science how he has kept 
one for three years up to the date of his note. 
Itwas trapped on a frosty morning and found 
numb with the cold. From the first it was quite 
tame, not very threatening to bite when handled, 
ad enjoyed walking up one sleeve and down 
the other. Its home is a box a foot square 
(though often let out in the room), set in a dry 
comer. Into this nothing is put but a little 
cotton for its nest, a layer of dry sand (changed 
once or twice a year), and dry barley or dry 
Wheat as food. Yet on this it thrives. F. Ste- 
phens naturally wonders why it does not drink, 
and how it has done without for these three 
years, But to the mouse, of course, our head- 
ing would be the more natural query, and plain- 
ly it has the advantage of us. 





Items. 


Disestablishment in Wales—John Griffiths, the 
lite Rector of Merthyr, has spoken still more 
strongly: “I have been for years convinced that 
nothing but Disestablishment, separation of the 
Vourch from the State, can ever reform theChurch 
in Wales, I do honestly believe Disestablishment 
Will tend to the spiritual good of Wales amongst 
illdenominations. Why should we, who are the 
gentry, and our dependents, monopolize the whole 
ofthe property of the Church in Wales? It does 
em to me a great injustice that two-tenths of the 
people should have all the money for religious pur- 
Poses, which, when it was given, was clearly in- 
lended for all the tenths. Then, if we were sepa- 
mted from the State, we should govern our own 


the Apostles. Once give us Disestablishment, we 
will soon clear the country of Ritualism.” 

tavelling last year in a remote district of Wales, 
Weentered a church at the appointed hour for En- 


glish service. The clergyman had come some miles 
to keep his appointment, and was standing in his 
surplice. 
to utter the responses. 
present. The minister kindly offered to go through 
the service for us if we desired it. We courteously 
declined his offer, and after further conversation, 
walked away in the quiet woods. 
but sympathize with a clergyman, evidently not 
receiving any largesalary, placed in such a humili- 
ating position. But it is the system with which he 
is connected that is at fault. 


pressed condition of the Church of England in 
Wales, to consider the results of Disestablishment 
in Ireland. 
ment on such a subject, it is wiser to deal only with 
the direct pronouncements of prominent ministers 
of that Church as to the effects of the Irish Church 
Act of 1869. The Home Secretary very wisely, in 
speaking on Disestablishment in Wales, avoided 
any argument in regard to its inherent justice by 
at once referring to the deliberate decision of the 
Crown in concurrence with both Houses of Parlia- 
ment respecting the Irish Church. 
question was then discussed and settled. The re- 
sults of that movement prove that where justice 
rules there virtue flows. 





lurch according to the first chapter of the Acts of 
























The sexton who kept the keys was there 
But not another soul was 


We could not 


It is very cheering to turn from the present de- 


In order to avoid any distorted state- 


The ethical 


The Archbishop of Dublin, replying to the ques- 


tion as to whether Disestablishment leads to scep- 
ticism and irreligion, says: ‘“ By no means; on the 
contrary, I believe that our ancient Church, which 
is Catholicand Apostolic, and at the same time Re- 
formed and Protestant Episcopal, and at the same 
time, independent of any foreign control, has a 
great future before it. 
lishment, half a million of money has been spent 
in the restoration and renovation of churches. 


Since the date of Disestab- 


Forty-four parish churches have been built in Ire- 


land since 1870. Nearly four millions sterling has 
been contributed to the Church Sustentation Fund, 
besides the voluntary offerings of the laity for the 
support of the clergy.” 
says the Archbishop, proved to have been for the 
good of our Church that it has been thrown upon 


“Tt has undoubtedly,” 


its own resources. I say boldly, and without re- 


serve, that, in my opinion at least, the gain out- 


weighs the loss.” The effects of Disestablishment 
in Ireland have thus been to infuse more life and 
energy, to give to the Church a spirit of unity.— 
London Friend. 
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In our issue of Fourth Month 22d, there was 
a short editorial on the inexpediency of having 
many of the meetings of philanthropic associ- 
ations held at the time of our Yearly Meeting, 
on account of the fendency it would probably 
have to divide the attention of some of our 
members, and prevent them from entering so 
fully as was desirable into the exercises and 
concerns of the Yearly Meeting itself. In the 
latter part of the article reference was made to 
some objections that have been felt to two asso- 
ciations, which were specified, and in the last 
sentence the belief was expressed that these 
things have a dividing tendency. 

The Editor has been somewhat surprised by 
the reception of two letters which indicate that 
the writers of them supposed this concluding 
remark to be designed to apply to all extra- 
official associations among Friends—surprised, 
because the probability of his being so mis- 
understood had not previously entered his mind. 

Two of the most useful and unexceptionable 
of the Friendly Associations are those for the 
distribution of Bibles and Tracts. Formerly 
both of these held their annual meetings during 
the time of the Yearly Meeting, but both have 
changed to a different point of time, we suppose 








to avoid objections similar to those mentioned 
in the editoral of Fourth Month 22d. It would 
be a satisfaction to many Friends if others 
would imitate their example in this respect. 


As respects benevolent associations in gen- 


eral there is something to be said, both for and 
against. 
which bears an active testimony against the 
evils of war and intemperance, there dues not 
seem much necessity for our people to join in 
any outside organizations on those subjects. 
This was the view taken by Friends generally 
a generation ago, when slavery was a live and 
most formidable issue. 
borne a faithful and zealous testimony against 
the iniquity of the system, but its older and 
wiser members believed its influence would be 
more effectively exerted by moving under the 
influence of our Holy Head, as He opened the 
way and called into the service. 
while fully sympathizing with the objects of 
the anti-slavery societies, they discouraged our 
younger members from taking an active part 
in them. 


As members of a religious Society 


The Society had Jong 


Therefore, 


It is a satisfaction to know that our members 


feel a living interest in the moral reforms which 
claim the attention of thoughtful men of the 
day ; and we believe the effect of true religion 
on their hearts will be to lead them to a course 
of life and conduct which will promote the 
spread of righteousness in the earth, although 
it will not always lead them to form or to join 
in with associations designed to contend against 


particular manifestations of the spirit of evil. 


The true Christian is a persistent opponent of 
that spirit which rules in the hearts of the chil- 
dren of disobedience, and of the evil fruits 


which flow from conformity thereto; and if he 
lives in communion with and obedience to his 
heavenly Father, will be a-standing rebuke to 
the works of darkness. We do not deny that 
there may be a place for required labor in com- 
bined and organized effort against evils which 
may arise. Whether in single-handed or in as- 
sociated effort, it is essential to its Christian 
character that the eye be kept single to the 
oe of Truth, lest in merging our individu- 
ality into an organization we lose our heavenly 
Guide, and work on other direction than the 
spirit of life in Christ Jesus. 

It is very possible for the attention of well- 
disposed persons to become so absorbed in the 
machinery of organizations as in measure to 
prevent that steady watchfulness unto prayer 
which is so essential for their own growth in 
grace, and for the accomplishment of the great- 
est good in the world. 

We do not object to benevolent associations 
in themselves, believing they are sometimes 
very useful; but we wish to endorse the caution 
uttered by a Friend during our recent Yearly 
Meeting, with which we felt much unity at the 
time, that our members should be careful that 
they do not become so much engrossed in such 
associations as to prevent them from attaining 
to that state of inward retirement and waiting 
upon God in which they are prepared to hear 
his voice and do his will. It is scarcely neces- 
sary to add, that the full absorption of the time 
and mental powers in the pursuit of business, 
the accumulation of riches, or the acquisition 
of knowledge and mental culture may be detri- 
mental in an equal or greater degree to our 
spiritual progress. For the command of our 
Saviour is still in foree—‘Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness "—and 
the promise is still in force that all things 
necessary shall be added. 
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SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 


Unrtep States.—The Chinese Exclusion act, which 
was passed by the last Congress, went into operation on 
the 5th inst. It requires that every Chinaman in the 
United States shall, on or before that day, appear in 
person before the Collector of Internal Revenue in 
whose district he resides, and register, the certificate 
of which registration shall be evidence of his right to 
remain in the country. Chinamen failing to register 
are liable to arrest and deportation. It is estimated 
that there are in the United States 100,000 Chinamen, 
of whom comparatively few have complied with the 
provisions of the act. The representatives of the Chi- 
nese Government and of the Six Companies have em- 
ployed eminent counsel to test the constitutionality of 
the act, and arrangements have been made by which 
three test cases will be before the United States Su- 
preme Court on the 10th inst. Pending the decision 
the Treasury Department has issued orders that no 
step shall be taken under the act. 

A writer in the Chicago Tribune estimates that there 
were 5906 murders, 123 hangings and 195 lynchings 
committed in this country in 1891. 

The Michigan Senate has passed a bill providing 
that any person who gets drunk will be confronted 
upon conviction of the offense by two alternatives, the 
one to pay the usual fine for being disorderly and the 
other to give a good and sufficient bond that he will 
go to some “ good, reliable gold cure institution” and 
be deprived of his appetite for liquor. 

The New York correspondent of the Public Ledger 
of this city, on the 10th instant, makes the following 
interesting remarks : “Ten years to-day the World, the 
Herald, the Sun, the Tribune and the Times printed, 
all told, 72 pages. To-day the World alone printed 
100 pages, and the other four printed together 120 
pages, making a total of 220 pages against 72 ten years 
ago. In other words, the size of the leading New York 
newspapers to-day were three times as large as they 
were ten years ago. The ten Sunday newspapers pub- 
lished in New York and the three published in Brook- 
lyn printed, to-day, a total of 420 pages, making an 
aggregate of nearly 3,000 columns and of over 5,500,- 
000 words. Imagine the burden imposed upon the 
newsman by this tremendous load. Instead of his car- 
rying his papers under his arm as formerly, he was, if 
he had many customers, obliged to deliver his papers 
ina cart. The burden on the reader was almost as 
great. If he undertook to read thoroughly one of 
these papers he would have to devote the whole day 
to the task. Practically, however, it became a ques- 
tion of selection with the reader. Marvellous as it is 
an evidence of what modern journalism is capable of, 
educating as it is to the masses in more ways than one, 
there is force in the argument so frequently made that 
the Sunday newspaper, in its present development, is 
making slaves of its readers and destroying in them 
the inclination or capacity for anything else on Sun- 
day than to devour their favorite paper.” 

According to the New York Press, the obstacle to 
the general substitution of aluminium for iron and 
steel in the arts has been the high cost of extracting 
it from the native clay. This has been partially over- 
come by progressive improvements in the process of 
manufacture, but still aluminium remains too costly 
to be thought of as a substitute for the baser metals, 
notwithstanding its advantage in other-respects. The 
reported discovery of extraordinary rich deposits of 
aluminium clay in Alabama and Georgia indicate a 
long step forward for the white metal. Six counties 
in these two States are said to be underlaid with 
bauxite ore, some of which has yielded as high as 
48 per cent. of pure aluminium. If the reports from 
these counties are reliable the aluminium age is 
approaching. 

A despatch from Herkimer, New York, says that 
persons returning from the Fulton Chain of Lakes last 
week report two feet of snow in the woods and ice six- 
teen inches thick on the lakes. Sleighs are still being 
used, and only in the favorably situated sections does 
the ice show signs of breaking up. 

The population of Johnstown, Pa., has increased 
over 6,000 since the flood. 

The total deaths in New York last week were 949, 
against 962 the week before. Deaths from influenza 
were 10, a decrease of 10, and from pneumonia 195, an 
increase of 13. 

Deaths in this city last week numbered 460; being 
7 less than the previous week, and 6 more than the 
corresponding week one yearago. Of the whole num- 
ber 255 were males and 205 females: 58 died of con- 
sumption; 58 of pneumonia; 44 of diseases of the 
heart; 18 of diphtheria; 18 of convulsions; 17 of 
apoplexy; 17 of bronchitis; 15 of cancer; 14 of old 
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age ; 12 of inflammation of the brain; 12 of paralysis ; 
11 of typhoid fever; 11 of inanition; 10 of marasmus 
and 10 of congestion of the lungs. 

Markets, &e.—U. S. 2’s, 99 a 102; 4’s, 112} a 113}; 
currency, 6’s, 105 a 115. 

Corton continued quiet and firm on a basis of 8}c. 
per pound for time sales of middling uplands. 

FrEeD.—Winter bran, in bulk, spot, $17.50 a 18. 50; 
spring bran, in bulk, spot, $17.00 a 17.50. 

FLour.— Winter super, $2.00 a $2.20; do., extras, 
$2.20 a $2.50; No. 2 winter family, $2.75 a $3.00; 
Pennsylvania roller, straight, $3.25 a $3.60; Western 
winter, clear, $3.25 a $3.50; do. do., straight, $3.50 a 
$3.75 ; winter patent, $3.75 a $4.15; Minnesota, clear, 
$2.75 a $3.25; do., straight, $3.65 a $4.00; do., patent, 
$4.15 a $4.40; do., favorite brands, higher. Rye flour 
was steady and quiet. 100 barrels choice Pennsylvania 
sold at $3.05 a 3.10 per barrel. 

Grain.—No. 2 red wheat, 78 a 78} cts. 

No. 2 mixed corn, 514 a 51} ets. 
No. 2 white oats, 41} a 41$ cts. 

Beer CatTLe.— Extra, 5jc.; good, 5}.a 54c. ; medi- 
um, 4$ a 5¢e ; common, 4} a 44c.; fat cows, 3a 4}c. 

SHEEP AND LamBs.—Wool sheep, 5 a 63c.; clipped 
sheep, 3 a 5jc.; wool lambs, 6 a 7}c.; clipped lambs, 
43 a 63c. 

Hocs.—Extra Chicago, 103 a 10}c.; other Western, 
10} a 105c.; State hogs, 9} a 10c. 

Foreicn.—The International Monetary Conference, 
which adjourned to reassemble in Brussels in Fifth 
Month will not assemble on that date, but some time 
in Eleventh Month next This postponement was de- 
cided upon in Washington, as a result of a consulta- 
tion between the President, Secretary Gresham, and 
some of the delegates of the United States, 

Prime Minister Gladstone has offered the place of 
Poet Laureate, made vacant by the death of Lord 
Tennyson, to John Ruskin. 

The announcement is officially made that the Duke 
of York has been betrothed to the Princess May of 
Teck, and that the Queen has consented to the match. 

On the 3rd instant, The British Women’s Temper 
ance Association sat in Convention from 10 in the 
morning until 11 at night. There were 455 delegates 
present. Frances E. Willard, the head of the Amer- 
ican Women’s Christian Temperance Union, was in- 
vited to a seat on the platform. In the ballot for Presi- 
dent, Lady Somerset was re-elected by a majority of 
69. The minority thereupon left the Convention in 
indignation, declaring that the introduction of politics 
into the association’s work would split the organiza- 
tion and ruin the temperance cause. 

Lady Somerset in an interview regarding the atti- 
tude of herself and her supporters used the following 
noble words: ‘ While abiding loyally by the old pro- 
gramme of total abstinence, we adopt objects equally 
vital to the interests of women. The purity question 
is one with temperance, and the suffrage for women is 
essential to the triumph of both. The enlargement 
of the platform will give the assgciation a political as- 
pect distasteful to many, but nowadays it is the merest 
stultification to stand ontside of politics. It is true 
that I have found useful precedents in America, but 
there is no shame in learning from America. Our 
body owes its origin to the Women’s Christian Tem- 
perance Union. I do not dictate the change which | 
have referred to; I am only %s spokesman. Thou- 
sands of energetic women are determined to make the 
association a fighting body.” 

A dispatch of the 4th inst., received in Madrid, says: 
“The news received here from Havana yesterday, that 
the chief Cuban rebels had surrendered has been re- 
ceived with expressions of profound relief in political 
and financial circles. Spanish funds have rallied one 
per cent. to-day, and Cuban stocks four per cent.” It 
appears that the leaders of the rebellion were bought 
off to abandon the project, that being thought the 
cheapest way of ending it. 

On the afternoon of the 6th inst., in the German 
Reichsrath, the vote on the Army bill was taken and 
the bill was defeated by a majority of forty-eight votes. 
At three o’clock precisely the Reichstag was dissolved 
by Imperial decree and a general election ordered to 
be held on Sixth Month 15th. The result was not 
unexpected, but the suddenness with which it was pre- 
cipitated was a surprise to every one. 

The correspondent of the New York Times says: 
“The stern swiftness with which the notice of dissolu- 
tion followed the vote was quite in keeping with the 
tremendons efforts the Emperor and Caprivi have 
now put forth to bullywheedle the nation into return- 
ing a more placable Reichstag. Of the result, nothing 
seems clear save that the Social Democrats, who got 
thirty-five members three years ago, are likely now to 


exceed sixty, and the National Liberals, who 
then to forty-one, bid fair to go lower still. 
election must take place within sixty days, and 
campaign will be by far the most exciting the 
Empire has known. It will very probably be enliy. 
ed by a war scare, and certainly will be complie 
by anti-Semitic and other cranks of the Ahlwardt 
to an unprecedented degree.” 


an earthquake. Telegraphic communication with 
island is partly interrupted. 
damage to property and some loss of life were cang 
by the earthquake. 


be nominal ruler, so as to conciliate the native chie\ 
and annexes Baluchistan. 


few weeks ago for Mozambique, Africa, as an ad 
party of settlers who are to colonize about 300 squan 
miles of territory between the rivers Zambesi ani 
Sabi. 


Committee meet at the School, on Fourth-day, 
17th inst., at 8 A. M. 


on Admissions meet at the School, on Third-day, tht 
16th inst., at 7P. M. 


nut at 2.56, and Broad Street at 4.52 P. M., on 
16th inst. 


for the summer months. 1 
in household duties, book-keeping, or to travel, 
dress “J,” Office of THE FRIEND. 


have pupils entered for the term beginning in the 
Ninth Month next are requested to make applicatior 
now. The number of vacancies is limited, and it ij 
desired to give members the preference. 





at the residence of his son-in-law, in Montpelier, Wil 
liams County, Ohio, James W. DEwEEs, in the eig 
sixth year of hisage. A member of Pennsville Moa 
ly Meeting of Friends, Morgan County, Ohio. Th 
for a number of years situated from amongst Fri 
he remained a firm believer in, and adherent to, the 
doctrines and testimonies of the Society. 
flicted with paralysis about eight months, and rer 
dered thereby comparatively helpless, though the mer 
tal faculties were not correspondingly impaired, asl 
we humbly trust he was prepared for the change. 


Mary EMuen BELL, widow of the late Chalkley Bel 
and eldest daughter of James and Sarah Emleo, Het 
life was a checkered one, but throughout there wi 


ness, faith, meekness—the cares of life were born with 


a short time before her death, she says, “I take com 







The 


On the 8rd inst. the whole of Sicily was shaken 


\\ 


It is feared that gr 


Vi 


\\ 


The Russian Government proposes to convene, 


Commission of Jewish Rabbis, in Ninth Month ney, 
to take the whole Jewish question into consideratiq : 
and assist in bringing it to a settlement. 


A dispatch of the 5th inst., from Calcutta to Subs 
Daily Chronicle, says that the Indian Government by 
decided to depose the Khan of Khelat on account¢ 
his irrepressible blood-thirstiness. While the tortong Nj 


to which he subjected his wives and Ministers recent) 

has been under investigation, he has murdered six 

five of his subjects, thus raising the number of m ‘ 
ders committed at his instance since he began to reig 

in 1857, to 3,000. 
one of them he burned alive. 


He has killed five of his wiya: 


The Indian Government appoints the Khan’s sont 


Another expedition of white people left England 


NOTICES. 
Westtown BoarpinG ScHoon. — The Genenl 


The Committee on Instruction and the Commitiw 


Conveyances will meet trains leaving 31st and Ch 
Wo. Evans, Clerk, 
A younG woman Friend (teacher) desires a positio 
Would be willing to 


in st 
likel 
I ho 


Frienps’ Setect Scnoon.—Friends who wish 


the 


lief 
ny | 
for t 
ing 

hom 
Wat 


J. Henry Bartvert, Sup’t, 
140 N. 16th Street. 

















Diep, on the twenty-fourth of Fourth Month, 189%, 


He was 


——, at Germantown, Pa., Third Month 16th, 1898, 






















evidenced the fruits of the Spirit—love, peace, 


unselfish regard for the comfort of her household ; aod 
her quiet, trustful example is remembered by her chi 
ren who now “call her blessed.” In a letter writte 







fort in thinking of the heavenly rest that is awaitilg 
us if we are faithful to the end ; and am thankful ths 
I can feel so weaned from earth and earthly things 
Her last illness was marked by a quiet resignation! 
the Father’s will, which it was beautiful to be 
and confirming the belief that peace reigned. 
——, at his residence near Chadd’s Ford, Delawat 
Co., Joun Forsytue, a valuable member and 
of Birmingham Monthly Meeting, Chester Co, 
in the seventy-sixth year of his age. “In quieti® 
and in confidence shall be your strength.” 
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